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PART A. Complete three (3) of the following four (4) questions. 


Each question is worth 25%. 
Allow approximately thirty (30) minutes to complete each question in Part A. 


Use a separate booklet for Part A. 


A1. Explain the main climatic factors that affect agriculture and how they determine what 
plant and animal production can occur in a given location. How can the effect of these 
climatic constraints be reduced? Use at least two crops or pastures and two types of 
livestock to illustrate your answer. 


A2. What are the key requirements for establishing an apple enterprise in the New England 
region? Describe the limitations, how production is affected, and possible methods for 
overcoming the constraints. 


A3. Describe five inputs into animal production systems that influence the quality, quantity 
and value of the final product, and provide examples from at least three different types of 
animal production systems. Give one example of how consumer demand can influence the 
decisions a farm manager will make about inputs. 


A4. Farming in Australia is risky. Using examples, describe the five sources of risk for 
farming in Australia. Provide one example of how risk can be managed. 
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PART B. Complete all of the following ten (10) questions. 


Each question is worth 2.5%. 

Allow approximately three (3) minutes to complete each question in Part B. 
Use a separate booklet for Part B. 

(a) What factors affect the availability of nutrients in soil? 

(b) How do high temperatures affect agricultural production? 


(c) List the steps in the plant growth cycle. 


(d) What are the aims of Integrated Pest Management (IPM)? What are three alternative 
methods to pesticide application that can be used in IPM programs? 


(e) What does the acronym “DSE” mean? What are typical DSE ratings for different farm 
types in Australia? 


(f) What is a common breeding program used to produce prime lambs? 


(g) What influences feed intake of grazing livestock? 


(h) Describe two (2) variables that can shift the supply curve and two (2) variables that can 
shift the demand curve. Give examples for each. 


(i) Describe three (3) ways to increase producer returns in a farming enterprise using value 
chain drivers. Give examples. 


(j) What type of costs are included in a Gross Margin Analysis and why are they relevant to 
such analyses? 


Please remember - This examination paper MUST BE HANDED IN. Failure to do so will result in 
the cancellation of all marks for this examination. 


Writing your name and number on the front will help us confirm that your paper has been returned. 


